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The history of early Africa is a broader concept that required thorough investigation and research. To understand such aspects as religion, civilizations, culture, people's way of life, and kingdoms among other pertinent historical aspects in Africa, historians have to go a notch higher and conduct better research. Nonetheless, there has been a myriad of challenges that historians face in their quest to study the history of Africa. Among the troubling issues are inadequate sources of African history and funds to help historians pursue their dreams. In the attempt to reconstruct the past chronological accounts of events, historians require reliable sources that would otherwise inform on the exact happenings at a certain period. However, it has been a difficult task for historians to locate exact dates and occurrences of specific historical events due to limited data to back up their arguments. Similarly, the lack of enough funds to enable historians to carry out research, programmatic activities and publication has been a major limitation towards the study of the history of early Africa. The fact that most of the prestigious sites for learning African history are sparsely distributed across the continent, researchers require more funds. Therefore, insufficient funds become another hindrance for effective study of the history of Africa.
The Trans-Saharan trade, a web of commercial interaction between sub-Saharan Africa and the Arab world, greatly impacted the regions. Despite the trade having some negative impacts concerning the aspects of slavery, there were several positive impacts brought about by the trade. Some of the importance of the trade was felt in terms of the social and economic advancement of some states. States like western Sudan developed in terms of their monetary systems following the establishment of the trade routes in the region. Again, the trade commodities like salt, gold, and clothes contributed to the establishment of production industries in various regions that significantly influenced the economic growth of most African nations. Also, Arabic literacy and other scholarly productions came as a result of the trade. Trans-Saharan trade contributed to the spread of the Arabic language in West Africa which further influenced the establishment of the Islamic religion.
Islam had a profound influence on African states. African countries like Mali, Ghana, and Ethiopia experienced the Islamic aesthetic. The presence of Muslim merchants in the capital city of Ghana resulted in the establishment of mosques. Further, Islam brought about the issues of new weighting techniques and the art of writing that contributed to the emergence of Timbuktu. Again, in Ethiopia, Islam reinforced people’s fondness for the repetition of patterns and geometric designs in the decoration of crafted objects and textile surfaces.
Question 2
The plague, commonly known as the cause of the Black Death had a devastating effect in most parts of the world. By the 14th century, the epidemic had encroached on most continents like Asia, Europe, and the Middle East. The devastating effects of the disease raised alarm on the cause and spread of the disease. Consequently, scientists through their research, revealed that plague was an aggressive disease caused by the bacterium: Yersinia pastis. As such, the disease was believed to spread by flies carrying the bacteria thereafter infecting rodents and human beings. Therefore, apart from the social and environmental factors, trading activities across the continents might have led to the spread of the plague. The trade relationships established between the Black and Mediterranean Seas greatly influenced the spread of the disease. The proximity of the traders and their animals might have influenced the process of spread and introduction of plague along the trade routes thereby causing the spread of the disease from Asia to Europe and other continents witnessed from the devastating effects of the pandemic.
The plague came about with various consequences: social, religious, and demographic impacts. Socially, Black Death negatively influenced the manner people thought about life. The disease claimed several lives leaving many people abandoned and helpless. Most people had to shut themselves off from the world as funeral rites stopped altogether. Moreover, the religious sector was never spared too. The pandemic changed people's perception of the existence of supernatural beings. Many felt that it was God's wrath descending upon them. As such, most people resorted to fighting the pandemic with a prayer that saw the emergence of various religious groups. Conversely, the high date rate reduced some people's faith in religion. From a demographic view, the pandemic caused a major upheaval characterized by massive deaths, most people flee the cities hence interfering with the demographic allocation.  
Question 3
Islam is one of the universal religions studied in the course. Islam as a religion includes the Jurisprudence of belief. As such, the religion strongly subscribes to a strong faith in the last day and judgment and the faith in Allah. As such, the religion holds to a basic concept that the universe was created by Allah. Further, Islam recognizes the existence of prophets and messengers that completes the mission of God as the supreme being. As such, Islam is considered to be the religion of truth that Allah uses to guide mankind.
The spread of Islamic religion traces its origin from trading activities, pilgrimage, military conquest, and missionary works. For about a period of five hundred years after the death of Prophet Muhammad, the Arab empire created caliphates who had occupied a vast geographical area. Consequently, the caliphates created numerous centers to convert people to the Islamic religion. Further, the trading activities that involved the Arab merchants influenced the spread of Islamic writings and further the establishment of the Islamic religion.
Question 4
The main features of the Renaissance in Europe consists of rediscovery such as expanded trade that further accelerated people’s knowledge of ancient Rome and Greece. Secularism emphasis also well emerged, especially in terms of men. Increased knowledge about the past came as a result of the printing press. Another feature was the rise of national languages such as French, German, and English that promoted nationalism instead of Christendom.
On the other hand, the renaissance came with major achievements. One of the most achievements of the renaissance and perhaps in the world's history was the printing press. The invention of the printing press created room for wider dissemination of information to the audience. Other major achievements of the renaissance consist of humanist philosophy, astronomy, vernacular language in writing, world exploration, and sculpture technique.
Question 5
The history of world civilizations comes with important points worth noting. First, the key innovation of the writing system influenced the education sector. The pictorial writings referred to as cuneiform further helped in the advancement of geometric and arithmetic concepts. In the agricultural sector, early civilizations brought more inventions such as better irrigation techniques that made farming easier. Lastly, it is imperative to note the fundamental influence of early civilization following the increased rate of urbanization.
Question 6
From the study of history in this course, I have gained some important knowledge on history. First, I have learned that the study of history gives people the inner depth of a people's culture, religion, civilizations, and way of life. Secondly, I have learned that the comprehensive study of history enhances people's understanding of how various atrocities like pandemics can adversely affect individual lives. It is therefore imperative to take precautions and prevent such problems from recurring. The study of history in this course has also made me realize the importance of civilization. As evident in the impacts of early civilizations, it stands out that innovations increase chances to react to changes thereby increasing chances for more discoveries and new opportunities.
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